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February 7, 2022 
 
 
Dear Members of the Marin County Board of Supervisors: 
 
As you finalize the Measure A ordinance ahead of the June vote for its renewal, thank you for the opportunity to offer a 
few final thoughts. 
 
First of all, thank you for the effort and careful thought you’ve put into balancing so many demands and expectations 
from Marin County’s residents concerning our parks, open spaces, and agricultural land. 
 
We appreciate maintenance of the 20% allocation of Measure A funds toward Sustainable Agriculture and the many 
economic, environmental, and social benefits it delivers to our region. 
 
We fully support the expansion of stewardship support within the sustainable agricultural portion of Measure A, with 
the Marin RCD and the competitive grants program earmarks. After all, protecting and supporting agricultural lands 
includes the hard work of taking care of those lands. 
 
And now, one final request: Please devote the full 50% of Measure A’s agricultural funding to the purchase of 
agricultural conservation easements. 
 
Agricultural conservation easements have proven to be an extremely effective and efficient tool for permanently 
protecting agricultural land. Farming and ranching are difficult and increasingly low-margin enterprises, especially 
with the expensive land we have here in Marin. And we can never reclaim land lost to development. 
 
As the first crucial step in preserving land so that it can be well stewarded, agricultural conservation easements help: 

• Enable our county’s producers to keep working their lands and providing access to locally produced food and 
fiber products. 

• Enhance wildfire protection. 
• Provide opportunities to rehabilitate riparian zones, protect wildlife habitat, reduce invasive species, and 

improve water quality and soil health. 
• Contribute to progress toward the goals of the Marin Climate Action plan. 
• Maintain the viewscapes that make Marin such a unique place to live, work, and visit. 

 
Marin County has done a superb job of protecting the county’s agricultural lands, and Measure A funds have 
contributed directly to that effort. But nearly half of our privately held agricultural lands remain vulnerable to 
development, meaning that we have much more conservation work to do. We urge you to designate a full 50% of 
Measure A’s agricultural funding to these easements. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments! 
 
Sincerely, 

     
Robert McGee      Jennifer Maude Carlin 
Board Chair      Acting CEO 


